These findings are correlational but very likely due to the summer learning programs. The differences in the performance between the "high attenders" and the control group are the equivalent of about 20%-25% of a year's learning in language arts and math at this age. These benefits persisted throughout the 5th-grade school year.
Kids with high attendance performed better in math and reading after two summers compared with students in the control group, who were not invited to participate in the programs. BOSTON 
